
“Cohuna	Happenings”	is published at the beginning of every month. 
This publication is compiled at  Cohuna Neighbourhood House for the  
community. Please feel free to submit any stories or articles of interest. 
nhcohuna@bigpond.com (03) 5456 4666 or 0490 255 450 
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Lions’ Club Good Friday  
Regional Town Children’s Hospital Appeal 

 

Maree Purton 
 

It happens on Good Friday every year. If we forget, we soon remember 
when we hear the jingle of coins, and a knock on our front door. But who makes it all happen? 
This year Cohuna Lions’ Club member Maree Purton took on the job of coordination, for the 
irst time.  

“I anticipated it would be hard because of the inancial situation coming out of COVID, but we 
thought we’d have to give it a go. It’s such an important fundraiser.  

I personally know many locals who have been helped by the Royal Children’s Hospital. The more I talked to people, 
the more I was aware how many people had accessed it for all sorts of things, such as children with birth disorders, 
teeth complications and other emergency issues. 
The Lions’ Club is small, and we were short on volunteers for various reasons – mostly because of all the sporting 
events that were running at the same time: tennis, netball, football.  
Cohuna is small, but it’s spread out. Kids over ifteen have to go out in pairs and children must be accompanied by 
an adult. Fortunately, word spread to the Water’s Edge Walkers’ group, who stepped up, and we also contacted the 
high school, who sent a couple of great kids.  
The rain didn’t help. The Murray River camping area was inaccessible because volunteers didn’t have the 4-wheel 
drive vehicles. 
Nevertheless, despite all the setbacks and dif iculties, it was the best fundraiser we’ve had for a number of years.  
So far, we have a tally of $11,219, made up from doorknockers, street raf les, online donations and the purple shop 
collection containers. Sub-totals are still being processed.  
People gave generously. A big thanks to the Newsagency and Gifts & Things for contributing to the street raf le 
prizes and to Neighbourhood House for all the photocopying at a discounted price. The football spectators gave 
$1500 and the camping ground illed more than 
two tins.  
I was amazed at the number of non-club mem-
bers who turned up and embraced the job with 
enthusiasm. Without them we would not have 
achieved the success we did.” 
Maree was born in Cohuna and grew up here. She 
attended school at the Red Brick Building and 
remembers picking the peppercorns off the tree. 
As an adult, she lived in Melbourne for 35 years, 
working as a teacher, but she returned when her 
mother Maureen Purton, who was a member of 
the Cohuna Hospital Auxiliary, became ill with 
dementia.  



 

4th	Sunday	of	Every	Month		 
		Next	Market	28th	May	2023 

OFFICE / Meeting Rooms AVAILABLE  
at Cohuna Neighbourhood House. Full reception facilities, ac-
cess to internet, full colour printing, faxing and waiting room. 
Hourly Hire $10 Half Day $25 Full day $50 

      Community Groups - 50% less! 

CouCh-Potato Kow/Ghow Swamp 
 
 
 
 
A	couple	of	engaging	TV	series	 
in	the	domestic	drama	genre.	And	Ted	Lasso. 
 

Close	to	Me	*** 
Domestic drama series: ABC iView  

Jo is found at the bottom of the 
stairs in a pool of blood. She 
wakes from an induced coma in 
hospital, having lost a year of her 
memories.  Gradually – over six 

episodes - she learns the truth about what happened. 
Did she fall or did her husband push her? Close	to	Me 
has some clunky plot points, but who doesn’t love an 
amnesia story? Starring Christopher Eccleston and 
Connie Neilson. 
 

Bad	Sisters	**** 
Domestic drama series: Apple TV+  
A cleverly structured 
whodunnit. The series 
opens on the funeral of 
John Paul, the abusive 
husband of one of the four 
sisters. We move 
backwards and forwards in time, observing two of 
the sisters as they plan to kill him. John Paul is 
revealed to be a domestic tyrant and a sociopath, and 
we begin to realise that anyone could have murdered 
him. You will want to kill him. Brilliant. Deliciously 
dark.  
 

Ted	Lasso **** (3 seasons) 
Comedy drama: Apple TV+ 
The premise doesn’t do it justice. An American 
football coach is brought to England to coach 
“soccer”, because the owner of the 
club has been dumped by her husband 
and wants to run the club into the 
ground. The series is about love, life, 
relationships and everything in-
between. Delightful, hilarious, warm, 
laugh-out-loud funny, beautifully 
constructed and written. 



Save the Date! 
Friday 13th October 

At 11.30am, Garden Park 
Daniher’s Drive for Motor Neurone Disease  

Will be visiting Cohuna. 
Call out to all locals, including school children 

Everyone is invited to support MND 
For more information call 0409	702031 

Cohuna Progress Association 

LEARN ABOUT  
THE INTERNET, COMPUTERS,  

IPADS & PHONES  
 

Helping older Australians  
thrive in a digital world with the  

FREE Be Connected Program 
 

FRIDAYS 9-12  
 

One On One  DIGITAL Assistance  
with your phone or tablet  

1/2hr appointments donation $20 
Call Cohuna Neighbourhood House to make 

appointment 5456 4666 

Watch this Space! 
ACE Club Bus Trips for Women 

Cohuna Neighbourhood House has been awarded $5000 
lood recovery grant from Women’s Health, Loddon Mallee 
and very soon, we will be offering subsidized travel costs 
and entrance tickets to women to attend events near and 

far. In the past few months, the ACE club has been running 
buses again, almost weekly. The latest excursions have 

included: Vika & Linda Bull in Swan Hill, the Quambatook 
Silo Cinema, “Enlighten” at the Great Stupa in Bendigo, 

Holiday Outing for Teenagers, and a monthly bus to 
Echuca for the “Movie Lovers” group. 

 

Come & spoil yourself, bring your mum or friends 
& Enjoy Morning Tea on Us 

 Friday 12th May 10am—12 noon 
Cohuna Memorial Hall “Supper Room”  



Water’s Edge Walkers 
Every Wednesday morning  

Meet 8.30 am at Gateway. Enjoy a morning walk  
Followed by (or just meet up for) 
Coffee	at	The	Bower	@	 9.30am  

 Coming Events 2023 

May 
 

Brain Williams “Full Circle” Exhibition 
Cohuna	Art/Craft	Gallery 

Tues 2nd 
May 
 

Echuca Movies - ACE	CLUB	Bus trip 

Tues 9th 
May 

ACE	CLUB	Bus trip to Swan Hill to see David 
Strassman in the Chocolate Diet 

Tue 9th 
May 

Cohuna Neighbourhood House OPEN DAY  

Fri 12th 
May 

Mothers Day Morning Tea 10am-12 in Supper 
Room at Cohuna Memorial Hall. All welcome. 
FREE 

Sun 21st 
May 

ACE Club Bus trip to Murrabit to enjoy Song  
Writing Workshop by Nancy Bates Trio 

  

 Bookings essential for ACE CLUB  events call  
Cohuna Neighbourhood House 54564666 

WED Cribbage and Scrabble alternating 

THUR Collectors, Dining Out , Games, Card making 

 Cohuna U3A Ongoing Activities  

FRI 
Cryptic Crosswords, Art  in the Making, Travellers’ 
Tales 

MON YAH Singers, Visiting Group, 

 
Contact Cohuna U3A to become a member.  
For times, details and other activities contact 
Marilyn Flinders 0412 942466 

TUE Chair Exercises 

WED 
8.30 am Waters Edge Walkers  - walking Group meets 
at Gateway Carpark—coffee 9.30 Bower 
4.30pm Cohuna Weight Loss Support Group 

THUR Community Garden catchup 10– 12 noon 

  CNH - Ongoing Activities -  all welcome 

FRI Phone, Digital and Online assistance  9am—3pm  

MON FREE Movies on the BIG Screen 1pm –3pm 

FRI 
“Miners	Lair	“	Youth	Club	-  3.30 –5.30pm Gaming, 
Music, Karaoke, Fun  

Join Our Club! Come with us 
to enjoy shows and 

performances within our 
Shire and beyond. Contact 

Neighbourhood House on 5456 4666 to join.  
Cost $10 per year admin fee.   

Gannawarra ACE Club Members  
will have the best seats in the house.  

All	Welcome! 

 

Nancy Bates Trio 
 

An afternoon of celebrations for Mother’s Day and National 
Reconciliation Week in Murrabit next month when the Nancy 
Bates and her talented Trio, including Lainie Jamieson and Flik 
Freeman, come to the Gannawarra. 
Creative Gannawarra, in conjunction with The Ladies of 
Murrabit Art and Culture Group, is supporting this special 
event at the Murrabit Hall on Sunday, 21 May from 2pm.  
A proud and strong Barkindji Woman from New South Wales, 
Nancy spent four years touring as a backing vocalist and 
rhythm guitarist for Archie Roach.  
Local children’s group, Typien Kwe will also perform during 
the afternoon. 
Tickets are $25 per person or $60 per family, which includes 
an afternoon tea by The Ladies of Murrabit Art and Culture 
Group. For bookings and more information, please visit 
www.trybooking.com/CHNWG, phone (03) 5457 2205, or 
book to come on the bus with the ACE Club by ringing the 
Cohuna Neighbourhood House. 
The Nancy Bates Trio performance is supported by Creative 
Gannawarra, Regional Arts Victoria and Creative Victoria. 



Tues & Weds 

Bus Trip to Echuca Movies 
First Tuesday of every month 
Bus leaves gateway carpark at varying times 
Bus $10 and purchase your movie ticket at cinema. 
Call Cohuna Neighbourhood House to  
book 035456 4666 

 
 

FIRST AID  
TRAINING 
COURSES 

 

First Thursday of every month.  
4th May & 1st June 

Book Online at www.richriverfirstaid.com.au 
Or call Cohuna Neighbourhood House 

03 5456 4666 

Bus Trip to Swanhill to see  
 

DAVID STRASSMAN IN  
“THE CHOCAOLATE DIET” 

 

Tuesday 9th May 
Bus leaves Cohuna Gateway  Carpark at 

5.30pm Cost is $70 
Please call Cohuna Neighbourhood House  

on 5456 4666 to book your seat. 

 
All	Welcome! 
Drop down to 
Cohuna 
Neighbourhood House anytime 
and grab plenty of food from our community 
cupboard—We also have a community garden with 
ready to pick herbs and vegetables. 
Come inside from 9am-3pm to  Pick up Hamper. Come 
Monday morning and “shop” in the store. 
We are so proud to have this service in Cohuna .  

Answers to April Crossword 



 
 

Cohuna   
Cohuna Memorial Hall 
21 King Edward Street 

 

 Friday         	19th	May 
 Friday         	2nd	June 

 

Cohuna Happenings is now Monthly 
Please send contributions to 

nhcohuna@bigpond.com  
by third week of the month.  

Read Happenings online, on our website,  
on FaceBook,  

or pick up a hard copy. 

COHUNA CROSSWORD 
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The Local Bookshelf  

 

Simply	lies	by	David	Baldacci.		Mickey Gibson, single mother and former detective, leads a hectic life 
similar to that of many moms: juggling the demands of her small children with the tasks of her job 
working remotely for ProEye, an investigation company that hunts down wealthy tax cheats. When 
Mickey gets a call from a colleague, she thinks nothing of the unusual request for her to go inventory 
the vacant home of an arms dealer who cheated ProEye’s clients and led. That is, until she arrives at 
the mansion to discover a dead body in a secret room—and that nothing is as it seems. A twisting new 
psychological thriller in which two women go head-to-head in an electrifying game of cat and mouse. 

 
Homecoming	 by	 Kate	 Morton.  When journalist Jess Turner-Bridges receives a call that her 
grandmother Nora is in the hospital following a fall, she leaves her home in London and returns to 
Sydney. While trying to comfort her grandmother Jess discovers that everything she knows about her 
family is a lie.  The novel unfolds (sometimes slowly) as Jess searches for answers.  And while mystery 
readers will likely igure out a big twist long before it's revealed, Morton’s layered writing leaves 
surprises for even the keenest of detectives. An epic novel that spans generations, Homecoming asks 
what we would do for those we love, and how we protect the lies that we tell. 

 
The	Bookbinder	of	Jericho	by	Pip	Williams.	In 1914, when the war draws the young men of Britain 
away to ight, it is the women who must keep the nation running. Two of those women are Peggy and 
Maude, twin sisters who work in the bindery at Oxford University Press in Jericho. Peggy is intelligent, 
ambitious and dreams of studying at Oxford University, but for most of her life she has been told her 
job is to bind the books, not read them. Maude, meanwhile, wants nothing more than what she has. 
When refugees arrive from the devastated cities of Belgium, it sends ripples through the community 
and through the sisters’ lives. Peggy begins to see the possibility of another future where she can use 

her intellect and not just her hands, but as war and illness reshape her world, it is love that threaten to hold her 
back. A beautiful novel from the internationally bestselling author of The	Dictionary	of	Lost	Words. 
 

A	Woman’s	Work	by	Victoria	Purman.	The rich prize of the 1956 Australian	Women's	
Weekly cookery competition offers two women the possibility of a new kind of future, in this 
compassionate look at the extraordinary lives of ordinary women - our mothers and grandmothers - 
in post-war Australia. It's 1956, and while Melbourne is gearing up for the Olympics, the women of 
Australia are cooking up a storm for their chance to win the equivalent of a year's salary in 
the Australian	Women's	Weekly cookery contest. For two women the prize could be life-changing. For 
war widow and single mum Ivy Quinn, a win would mean more time to spend with her twelve-year-

old son. Mother of ive Kathleen O'Grady has no time for cooking competitions, but the prize could offer her a 
different kind of life for herself and her children, and the chance to control her own future. A great premise – and 
certainly one worthy of its own TV series – think Julia with a dash of Call	the	Midwife. 
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